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United States

Mobile phones must comply with Title 47, Part 15 (47 CFR 15) of the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) rules and regulations 
prior to being used for commercial purposes within the USA. The FCC 
submission, often managed by a Telecommunication Certification 
Body (TCB), covers tests and calculations supporting compliance of 
Radio Spectrum, EMC, and Specific Absorption Rate (SAR). In addition 
to the submission process, FCC compliance requires device 
marking/labeling and user documentation requirements.

All mobile phones operating in North America must be PTCRB 
certified if they want to be used on the cellular network. This 
framework covers GERAN (GSM), UTRAN (UMTS) and E-UTRAN (LTE) 
mobile devices. Certification requires working with a qualified and 
independent laboratory. The Cellular Telecommunications Industry 
Association (CTIA) administers the PTCRB certification program.

Mobile phones incorporate Battery Charging Systems (BCS). 
Certifying BCS e�ciency data involves testing BCS’s performance at a 
certified laboratory and submitting the data collected to the California 
Energy Commission. Once deemed complete by the Energy 
Commission, the certified BCS’s are listed in the T20 database and can 
be legally sold or o�ered for sale in California.

Proposition 65 requires businesses to notify Californians about 
significant amounts of chemicals in the products they purchase, in 
their homes or workplaces, or that are released into the environment. 
A list is created that contains substances that are known to cause 
cancer, birth defects or reproductive harm. If a mobile phone contains 
a substance on this list in an amount that exceeds Safe Harbor Levels, 
then a warning must be provided prior to purchase.

Manufacturers must query their supply chain for data on source 
information of Tin, Tungsten, Tantalum and Gold. The intention is to 
expose and reduce sourcing these materials from groups that are 
using to finance conflict.
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USA

Title 47 - Part 15 Federal Communications 
Comission (FCC)

PTCRB (Certification of Cellular Devices)

Appliance E�ciency Program of the California 
Energy Commission

Proposition 65 (Safe Drinking Water and Toxic 
Enforcement Act of 1986)

Conflict Minerals (Dodd-Frank Act)
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EUROPE

Radio and Telecommunications Directive 
(R&TTE) Directive (1999/5/EC)

Restriction of Hazardous Substances (RoHS) 
Directive (2011/65/EU)

Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on 
the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation 
and Restriction of Chemicals( REACH)

Persistent Organic Pollutants Regulation 
(Regulation (EC) No 850/2004)

Europe

This Directive covers all devices that use the radio frequency 
spectrum (e.g. mobile phones). The manufacturer is responsible for 
complying with the essential requirements of the Directive. These 
include compliance to Radio Spectrum, EMC, and Safety. This 
Directive also mandates administrative requirements of marking (e.g. 
CE Mark), documentation (e.g. Declaration of Conformity) and supply 
chain communication. This Directive was recast in 2014 and will go 
through a transposition process and enter into e�ect June 13, 2016.

This Directive covers all devices that require electricity for any of their 
functions. The Directive requires electrical products to not contain six 
hazardous substances (Pb, Hg, Cd, Cr6+, PBDE, and PBBE) above a 
certain threshold at the homogenous level. In addition, this Directive 
mandates administrative requirements of marking (e.g. CE Mark), 
documentation (e.g. Declaration of Conformity) and supply chain 
communication.

This large chemical law covers an enormous scope of products and is 
applicable in the EU and EEA. With respect to mobile phones, the 
primary impact will originate from the Candidate List of Substances of 
Very High Concern (SVHCs), Authorisation of Substances (Annex XIV) 
and restrictions (Annex XVII). Communication requirements come 
into e�ect if any article (e.g. mobile phone) contains an SVHC above 
0.1%w/w. No product may be manufactured in the EU and EEA using a 
substance unless authorised.

This EU Regulation controls the use and restriction of Persistent 
Organic Pollutants. Restrictions include the use in Articles (i.e. 
finished products like mobile phones).

CHINA

China

The Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (MIIT) Network 
Access License (NAL) is required for telecommunications equipment in 
China. This umbrella program includes testing for safety, EMC, telecom 
and radio spectrum.

All devices with radio function (WiFi, etc) require SRRC type approval. 
Testing must be completed in China. The product can be marketed in 
China once a certificate has been issued and the SRRC ID is applied to 
the device, packaging or user manual.

China's compulsory certification program (CCC) includes safety testing 
and EMC/EMI requirements. The process requires testing to occur in 
China and includes factory inspections. Once submission and fees have 
been received, a CCC certificate will be issued. Products must be labeled 
with the CCC mark before being placed on the Chinese market.

China RoHS (also known as the Administrative Measure on the Control 
of Pollution Caused by Electronic Information Products) requires the 
management of the same six hazardous substances (Pb, Hg, Cr6+, Cd, 
PBDE, and PBBE) as the EU RoHS Directive. The primary di�erence is 
the timetable for restrictions, marking/labeling and documentation.

The MIIT Network Access License

State Radio Regulatory Commission
(SRRC)  Certification

CCC Certification

China RoHS
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HOW TO SELL A
CELL PHONE
IN USA, EU & CHINA


