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Assent Compliance EU REACh Directive FAQ
1. What is REACh? 
REACh is the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals, which is a 
European Union (EU) regulation – Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006. This regulation impacts substance 
manufacturers, mixture formulators, article producers as well as importers of substances, mixtures 
and articles with varying requirements depending on the type of products. Companies that produce or 
import articles, commonly understood to be finished products, are most affected by the requirements 
associated with Substances of Very High Concern (SVHCs)1. Essentially, it must be declared when a 
product contains any SVHC(s) past the allowable threshold (0.1% w/w).

2. What Substances are included in REACh? 
The list for which Assent’s clients are collecting information are on The SVHC Candidate List. This list is 
updated on average every six months (though it can be updated more frequently). The complete current 
SVHC list of substances and their CAS numbers can be found at:  
http://echa.europa.eu/candidate-list-table

REACh also includes an authorization list and a restrictions list. The authorization list is made of 
substances that are on the SVHC Candidate List and have been approved for more stringent rules – the 
elimination of their use in products. The authorization list can be found here: http://echa.europa.eu/
addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/recommendation-for-inclusion-in-the-authorisation-
list/authorisation-list. 

1 As defined in Article 57 of the REACH Regulation and listed in the Candidate List for inclusion into Annex XIV of the REACH Regulation  

(http://echa.europa.eu/chem_data/authorisation_process/candidate_list_table_en.asp).
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The restrictions list stems from a pre-existing directive that has been in force since 1976. Substances 
can be added to this list under REACH. This list is not being gathered on by Assent however it is an 
expectation that all companies shipping into the EU, or who have customers shipping into the EU, 
abide by these restrictions. The restrictions list can be found here: http://echa.europa.eu/web/guest/
addressing-chemicals-of-concern/restrictions/list-of-restrictions/list-of-restrictions-table

3. What is the threshold for SVHCs in REACh? 
REACh states that all SVHCs present above a concentration of 0.1% or 1000 PPM of the total weight 
of products, as they are shipped, must be declared. For example, you ship your product in 2 pieces, the 
REACH SVHC threshold of 0.1% w/w applies to each piece not the product as a whole.

4. Does the threshold apply to the packaging?
Yes, each level of packaging with a product is considered a separate article. 
For example, if each product is packed in Styrofoam which is then packed in an individual box, which is 
then packed in a larger box that is filled with bubble wrap there is four (4) different articles in addition to 
the product. 

5. What does this mean to me as a non-European manufacturer? 
Although this regulation is European based, it requires that all companies that import into the EU adhere 
to them. Although this may not affect your sales directly; it is important to note that, if you are receiving 
requests from Assent, it affect the sales of your client base. As such it is important to have information 
available to your customers should they request it.

6. How can I go about confirming compliance with REACh? 
Manufacturers can run their own quality assurance divisions to verify that none of their products contain 
SVHCs. Alternatively manufacturers may also use third party companies such as Assent to survey 
suppliers that make the parts/components that to into your products. Testing, although available for 
REACh, isn’t normally recommended as the only methodology used given that the updates for this 
regulation occur at least every six months. 

7. What is required from me as a supplier for REACh? 
Although REACh is not a complete restriction on products that contain SVHCs, it is required that such 
products that do contain SVHCs be declared as containing those. As manufacturers, it’s important to 
communicate with your client based on the existence of SVHCs in any of the products you sell. 

8. What if there is an SVHC present? Does this mean I will lose my client base? 
Not necessarily, remember that this declaration is only required if the total weight of the product has 
more than 0.1% of a SVHC present. That means if you make a component for a customer that is part of a 
larger package, it does not need to be declared by your customer. 

9. All right, I’ve confirmed I have no SVHCs in my products. What’s next? 
The majority of manufacturers have chosen to use declarations to confirm compliance with this 
regulation. Some manufacturers choose to provide chemical breakdowns (Full Material Declarations 
(FMDs)) of their products instead. This is entirely up to the manufacturer in deciding how this 
information is communicated to their clients. 
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10. What is required in a declaration? 
Declaration content is not actually regulated by REACh. However there are declaration acceptance 
standards necessary to meet due diligence requirements:

Company Letterhead: This includes, Logo, Address and contact information of the company 
representative. Needs to indicate that the declaration is an official company communication of the 
employee making the declaration

Dated Reference: A date when this declaration has taken place

•	 The Candidate List of Substances of Very High Concern (SVHC) is typically updated every six 
months.  Therefore, the declaration must identify that is applies to the most recent additions on 
the list and specify the date

•	 The Candidate List of Substances of Very High Concern (SVHC) can be found below:

•	 http://echa.europa.eu/candidate-list-table

Appropriate Regulatory Reference: You will need to mention that you stating a declaration for REACh, 
and what SVHC listing you are confirming compliance with.

•	 This indicates the supplier has some awareness of the legislation being inquired about

•	 Actual Legislation Title: REGULATION (EC) No 1907/2006 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND 
OF THE COUNCIL of 18 December 2006 concerning the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and 
Restriction of Chemicals (REACH) 

Clear Positional Statement: Declare whether or not you are compliant with REACh and which SVHC 
list you are referring to.  If a part or parts contain an SVHC, the declaration must include which 
substance(s) are present and be linked directly to the part or parts that they are present in.

Appropriate Signatory: Have a company representative sign the document to confirm authenticity. 
•	 Name, contact details, and position must be included
•	 Must be an employee of the company issuing the declaration
•	 Position/Job Title should indicate a degree of familiarity with materials or product adequate to 

stating compliance status
•	 Eg. Engineering, Quality, Materials, Compliance Manager

11. How often do I need to update my REACh declaration? 
Since REACh gets updated on average every six months, it’s important for manufacturers to update their 
declarations of compliance. This would include listing the total number of SVHCs and when they were 
included into REACh. Ex: 155 SVHCs, June 2014.
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