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1. WHAT IS ROHS?

The Restriction of Hazardous Substances (RoHS) Directive, also known as Directive 2002/95/EC, restricts  
the use of certain substances in electrical and electronic equipment (EEE) sold in the European market. When 
the directive went into effect in January 2006, six harmful substances were restricted. In 2013, a new version  
of RoHS (RoHS II), replaced the original while maintaining the same principal restrictions and requirements  
as its predecessor. This new version of RoHS is sometimes referred to as RoHS Recast or simply RoHS.  
As an EEE supplier or manufacturer, it is important to understand the technical information you are required 
to have on hand, time limits for providing this documentation downstream in the supply chain and the latest 
requirements under RoHS II.

2. WHAT IS ROHS II? HOW DOES IT DIFFER FROM ROHS?

RoHS II (2011/65/EU) replaced the original RoHS Directive on January 1, 2013. Amendments adding four 
phthalates to RoHS II (2015/863) were made June 4, 2015, with further amendments to RoHS II (2017/2102) 
on November 21, 2017 providing corrections and an exclusion. The same six substances are dealt with in all 
versions of the directive, however, there are a number of additional compliance requirements that arose in  
the recast. Below is a high-level summary of those additions:

 » RoHS II falls under the CE Marking.

 › Associated labelling and documentation requirements.

 » Exemptions were expanded and given an expiration. 

 › Many exemptions expired in July 2016 or July 2018, and some were extended. 

 › Requested exemption extensions can be used until the European Commission reaches  
an official decision. 

 › Extended exemptions can be used until the expiration date provided by the European Commission. 

 › Any exemptions being used must be disclosed. 

 » New substances can be added. Four new restrictions on phthalates were already added, and came  
into effect on July 22, 2019.

3. WHAT SUBSTANCES ARE INCLUDED IN ROHS?

There are ten substances that each have a threshold based on weight. The numbers are listed below:

 » Lead (Pb) (≤ 0.1 percent).

 » Mercury (Hg) (≤ 0.1 percent).

 » Cadmium (Cd) (≤ 0.01 percent).

 » Hexavalent chromium (chromium VI, Cr+6) (≤ 0.1 percent).

 » Polybrominated biphenyls (PBBs) (≤ 0.1 percent).

 » Polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs) (≤ 0.1 percent).

 » Bis(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) (≤ 0.1 percent).

 » Benzyl butyl phthalate (BBP) (≤ 0.1 percent).

 » Dibutyl phthalate (DBP) (≤ 0.1 percent).

 » Diisobutyl phthalate (DIBP) (≤ 0.1 percent).
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4. WHAT ARE THE PRODUCT CATEGORIES UNDER ROHS?

1. Large Household Appliances

2. Small Household Appliances

3. Computing & Communications Equipment

4. Consumer Electronics

5. Lighting

6. Power Tools

7. Toys, Leisure & Sports Equipment

8. Medical Devices & Equipment 

9. Monitoring & Control Equipment 

10. Automatic Dispensers 

11. All Other EEE

5. WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO ME AS A NON-EUROPEAN MANUFACTURER?

Although this directive is European based, it requires that all companies that import into 
the EU adhere to them, down to the part-level. Although this may not affect your sales 
directly, it is important to note that, if you are receiving requests from Assent, it affects 
the sales of your client base. As such, it is important to have information available to 
your customers should they request it.

6. HOW CAN I GO ABOUT CONFIRMING COMPLIANCE WITH ROHS?

Manufacturers can run their own quality assurance divisions to verify that none of their products contain  
RoHS-restricted substances. Alternatively, manufacturers may also use third-party companies such as Assent  
to survey suppliers that make the parts/components that go into your products. Additionally, testing can also  
be done to verify the substance breakdown of the products you sell.

7. WHAT ARE EXEMPTIONS, AND WHY ARE THEY IMPORTANT?

Exemptions to RoHS are granted to narrowly-defined applications for which the elimination of the prohibited 
substance is technically or scientifically impracticable or when the only available substitution produces more 
negative than positive benefits to the environment, health or consumer safety. Exemptions are temporary in 
nature and, under RoHS II, are subject to review approximately every five years for categories 1-7, 10 and 11, 
and every seven years for categories 8 and 9, until such time as a reliable and safe substitution is available.  
For this reason, many exemptions carry an expiration date. You can see the remaining Exemptions list here. 
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8. HOW CAN I DECLARE MYSELF 
AS COMPLIANT WITH ROHS/ROHS II?

Under the RoHS Recast, manufacturers of 
finished products must declare compliance via:

 » CE marking. 

 » Declaration of Compliance fulfilling the required elements listed in Annex II of the RoHS recast. 

 » CE Technical File.

Documentation requirements are found in EN50581 and IEC 63000, which outline recommended processes  
for demonstrating RoHS compliance.  

For unfinished products (components and parts), the majority of manufacturers have chosen to use declara-
tions to confirm compliance with the RoHS Recast. Although some manufacturers choose to provide chemical 
breakdowns (Full Material Declarations (FMDs)) of their products instead. This is entirely up to the manufac-
turer in deciding how this information is communicated to their clients.

9. WHAT IS REQUIRED IN A DECLARATION?

For parts and components, declarations requirements are not dictated in the actual directive. The acceptance 
standards listed below will ensure that Assent clients meet their due diligence compliance requirements:

Company Letterhead:

This includes the company logo, as well as the address and contact information of the company representa-
tive. The letterhead must indicate that the declaration is an official company communication of the employee 
making the declaration. 

Dated Letter:

A date when this declaration has taken place. This should be no more than two years old unless:

 » There has been a change to exemption status being applied in the declaration. 

 » New substances have been added to the RoHS Directive. 

 » Your industry often changes materials in the production of parts covered in this declaration, in which 
case it should be updated upon material change.

Appropriate Regulatory Reference:

You will need to mention that you are stating a declaration for RoHS, somewhere on the document. 

 » Actual Legislation Title: Directive 2011/65/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 8 
June 2011 on the restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic 
equipment (“RoHS Directive”).

 » Other acceptable references:

 › Directive 2011/65/EU.

 › EU Directive 2011/65/EU.

 › The RoHS Directive 2011/65/EU.
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Clear Positional Statement:

Declare whether or not you are compliant with RoHS II. 

 » State whether it does or does not comply with or meet the requirements of the RoHS Directive. 

 » Identify the substance or substances creating the non-compliance per part or product.

Whether or Not Any Exemptions Are Used:

You will also need to specify if any product parts are using an exemption identified in Annex III or Annex IV  
of the RoHS Directive. If so, they MUST be disclosed.

Appropriate Signatory:

Have a company representative sign the document to confirm authenticity. 

 » Include name, contact details and position.

 » An employee of the company must issue the declaration. 

 » List the position and job title of the issuer, which should indicate a degree of familiarity with materials 
or product to indicate they are qualified to determine compliance status (e.g. Engineering, Quality, 
Materials, Compliance Manager).

10. WHERE TO GET HELP WITH COMPLIANCE EFFORTS

Depending on the complexity of your products, the availability of safe substitutes for hazardous substances  
in your supply chain, and the extent of safety and functionality testing required to go to market, complying with 
the RoHS Directive can be exceedingly difficult. Assent can help reduce the risks associated with inaccurate  
or incomplete declarations by streamlining the data collection, management and validation process.

To learn more, contact us at 
info@assentcompliance.com.
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